Biography of Fr. Siby Joseph Padinjaredath, C.P. (Passionist)
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I was born on October 3, 1969 in a small village, east of Kerala, in South India. I am the youngest in the family of eight children.  I have five brothers and two sisters.  My father passed away 8 years ago and my mother is still alive. One of my sisters is a religious nun and she lives in Mumbai at present.

I first heard about the Passionists through a friend of mine who had met Fr. Christopher Gibson, the vocation promoter of the Passionists at that time, when he visited his school.  After my 10th grade in school, I decided to become a priest and entered the Passsionist Minor Seminary in Cochin, Kerala.

After four years of training in the minor seminary, I went to Tanzania, East Africa, for my Philosophy.  Two years later, I came back to Bangalore for my Novitiate which was followed by 4 years of training in  Theology.  I was ordained in my parish church on February 14, 1998.

Immediately after my ordination, I was appointed as associate pastor in a coastal parish of the Passionists in Kerala.  After two years of serving the poor fishing community in the parish, I  went to Pune to do a diploma course in pastoral Counseling and Religious Formation. For the last 6 years I have been in charge of formation of our minor seminary students in Kerala while helping out in the neighboring parish churches on weekends.

